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The  home  of  Pennsylvania’s 
eighteenth-century  “ambassador”  to 
the  Iroquois  Indian  nation  and  the 
spacious  grounds  which  suggest  its 
wilderness  site  stand  today  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History  at  Wom- 
elsdorf.  Conrad  Weiser,  the  keeper 
of  the  peace  between  Indian  and  white 
man,  built  this  home  in  1729  when  he 
moved  from  New  York  to  become  one 
of  Berks  County’s  first  settlers. 

Born  in  Germany  in  1696,  Conrad  Weiser 
came  to  New  York  in  1710  with  his  family.  His 
education  in  Indian  customs  and  language  began 
early,  when  he  spent  the  winter  of  1712-1713 
as  the  adopted  son  of  Chief  Quaynant  of  the 
Iroquois  Indians.  Later,  as  land  became  scarce 
in  New  York,  he  brought  his  family  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, settling  at  the  foot  of  Eagle  Peak  in  the 
Tulpehocken  Valley.  Here  he  remained  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,  prospering  as  a farmer  and  tanner, 
and  bringing  up  his  fourteen  children. 

Weiser’s  knowledge  of  the  Indians  made  him 
a much  sought  after  figure  in  early  Pennsylvania. 
He  and  James  Logan,  Provincial  Secretary  of 
Pennsylvania,  formed  the  Indian  policy  which 
kept  Pennsylvania  free  from  Indian  disturbances 
until  the  French  and  Indian  War.  An  alliance 
with  the  powerful  Iroquois  directed  them  to  con- 
trol the  Delawares  and  other  Pennsylvania  In- 
dians. Weiser  was  instrumental  in  creating  this 
policy,  and  he  was  essential  in  its  execution.  He 
and  Shikellamy,  the  representative  of  the  Iroquois, 
worked  closely  together,  traveling  through  the 
wilderness  to  keep  the  border  peaceful  from  1737 
to  the  1750’s. 

With  the  coming  of  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  Weiser  was  forced  to  abandon  these  peaceful 
missions  in  order  to  defend  his  home  and  the 
surrounding  area.  In  1756  he  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  First  Battalion  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  for  the  next  two 
years  he  had  the  heavy  responsibility  of  holding 
the  forts  stretching  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the 


Delaware  River.  The  treaty  Weiser  had  made 
with  the  Iroquois  remained  firm  during  this  period, 
however,  and  in  1758,  with  Weiser  acting  as  in- 
terpreter, the  Iroquois  forced  the  Delawares  to 
retire  from  the  field.  Shortly  after  this,  the  French 
withdrew  from  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio  (Pitts- 
burgh), and  the  pressure  on  the  frontier  was 
greatly  lessened. 

Weiser’s  interests  lay  not  only  in  preserving 
peace  with  the  Indians.  For  a time  he  partici- 
pated in  the  mystical  religious  community  estab- 
lished at  Ephrata  by  Conrad  Beissel.  He  was 
too  much  a part  of  the  active  world  to  remain  in 
seclusion  for  long,  however.  Later  he  became  a 


Weiser’s  Iroquois  Friend,  Shikellamy 


Strong  supporter  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  also 
promoted  the  Moravian  mission  to  the  Indians  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  In  1741  he  was  appoint- 
ed Justice  of  Lancaster  County,  and  when  Berks 
County  was  formed  in  1752,  he  became  its  first 
President  Judge.  When  the  town  of  Reading  was 
laid  out,  Weiser  was  active  in  the  planning  group. 

Conrad  Weiser’s  descendants  also  gained 
prominent  positions  for  themselves  in  the  later 
history  of  Pennsylvania.  His  daughter  Maria 
married  Henry  Melchior  Muhlenberg,  “patriarch” 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  America.  Two  of  his 
grandsons  were  among  the  founders  of  the  United 
States:  General  John  Peter  Gabriel  Muhlenberg, 
hero  of  Brand5rwine,  Germantown,  and  York- 
town;  and  Frederick  Augustus  Conrad  Muhlen- 
berg, Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  First  and  Third  Congresses. 

The  house  which  Conrad  Weiser  built  in 
1729  consisted  of  one  large  room,  which  served 
as  kitchen,  dining  room,  and  sitting  room.  At 
one  end  was  a great  fireplace  and  bakeoven,  which 
provided  ample  refreshment  both  for  family  and 
the  numerous  visitors  who  made  Weiser’s  a stop- 
ping point  on  their  travels.  Above  were  sleeping 
quarters  under  the  sloping  roof.  With  the  family 
expanding,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  house  in 
1751.  These  rooms  are  now  a museum,  with 


most  of  the  pieces  on  display  coming  from  Berks 
County,  some  of  them  dating  to  Weiser’s 
time.  Weiser  also  built  the  stone  springhouse 
downhill  from  the  house.  On  a small  knoll  near 
his  home  are  the  graves  of  Weiser,  his  wife  Ann 
Eve,  and  several  of  their  children.  The  large 
stone  house  presently  used  by  the  caretaker  was 
built  in  1824.  Also  on  the  grounds  is  a statue 
representing  Shikellamy  carrying  a peace  pipe, 
with  one  hand  open  and  raised  in  the  Indian  ges- 
ture of  friendship. 

The  Conrad  Weiser  Memorial  Park  was 
established  in  the  1920’s  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Berks  County  Historical  Society.  In  1926, 
Weiser’s  descendants  gave  the  homestead  to  the 
Conrad  Weiser  Memorial  Park  Association,  and 
restoration  of  the  house  was  begun.  In  1935  the 
Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  assumed  control.  The 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 
took  charge  in  1953,  and  has  continued  to  main- 
tain the  natural  beauty  of  this  memorial  to  one 
of  Pennsylvania’s  earliest  keepers  of  the  peace. 


Visiting  Hours 


Daylight  Saving  Time:  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  | 
weekdays  except  Monday;  1:00  to  5:00  P.M.  || 
Sunday. 


Winter:  9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays  ex- 
cept Monday;  1:00  to  4:30  P.M.  Sunday. 
Hours  subject  to  change. 


Telephone:  Womelsdorf,  Code  215,  589-2934 


